NY1: Staten Island Page 1 of 2

*Subject

A Delta -%-n ta forelgn

dalla.com JEVEITIMENT

JFK - KIEV

» NEW SERVICEBEGINS &/1*  (CTIX™

approval,

TIME WARNER

TOP STORIES

WEATHER
FULL SEARCH

NEWS BEATS

Politics / NY1 ItCH
Education

Transit
Law Enforcement
Fortune Business

BOROUGHS
Manhattan
Brooklyn

Queens

Staten Island
The Bronx

THE CALL
SNAP POLLS
NY1 FOR YOU
WTC SECTION
NY1 LIVING

Entertainment
Health

Home

Money Matters
Movie Reviews
Museums

On Stage

Parenting
Technology
Theater Reviews
Travel

TV Reviews
Video/DVD Reviews
Web/Game Reviews
Whipple's World
Zagat Reviews

FEATURES

In The Papers
Oneonl

NYer of the Week
This Day in History

SPORTS
Scholar/Athlete

NY1 News

CABLE

NYC's 24-Hour Newschannel On The Wob  Now anything’s possible

b
PLAY
EEDADEAND

= -
PLAY
2.6 DIALUP

Search NY1 G0 Video fudio | | Contact Us Choose Video
May 10, 2006 On NY1 Now: News All Morn Weather: Early Showers, High 67

Staten Island

Fallout Continues
From Rowdy
NASCAR Hearing
On Staten Island
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A day after a public hearing about a possible NASCAR
track on Staten Island came to an abrupt end because
it got too rowdy, residents and leaders are still reeling
from what happened. NY1's Amanda Farinacci filed
this report.

Thursday night's NASCAR public hearing was out of
control long before what some are calling a near-riot
erupted, ending the first opportunity for residents to
voice their opinions about the proposed racetrack.

That's why City Councilman Andrew Lanza, who was
at the middle of the melee, says the incident that
ended the meeting wasn't completely unexpected.

“It was clear that they didn't want to hear the concerns
of the people of Staten Island,” Lanza.

"They" being NASCAR supporters, including union
workers who want the jobs the track would bring.
Lanza was grabbed by one of them, after he said union
workers favor the project only because they don't live
on Staten Island and wouldn't be affected by the
potential traffic it would bring.

The worker - Christopher Wallace — does live on
Staten Island, and tried to make his point by grabbing
the microphone, and Lanza, too. Cops were called,
and the meeting was canceled shortly after.

But Councilman James Oddo, who was standing
behind Lanza during the incident, says more cops
should have been there in the first place.

http://www.ny1.com/nyl/content/index.jsp?stid=11&aid=59008
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“I'd say that security or lack thereof was problematic,”
said Oddo.

Lanza blamed the International Speedway Corporation
for the rowdy audience, accusing them of stacking it
with supporters. ISC officials denied his charge.

But Lanza says his mind is made up about NASCAR.
“This project ought to be dead on arrival,” he said.

“My position that was open is now a no,” added Oddo.
“It is more than dead on arrival. | hope that they pull
the plug on it. | hope it never comes to a vote. They
should take their little race car and their promises and
all of their goons and pack it up and go back to
wherever they came from, because I'm done.”

But city planning officials say the hearing will be
rescheduled, and security will not be an issue.

The ISC says it's moving ahead with the land use
process, and plans to bring the issue to a full City
Council vote.

- Amanda Farinacci
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NY1's Staten Island reporter. She
joined NY1 as an intern in 2000.
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Time Warner
Digital Cable channel 801, and see
a news summary page at
NY1noticias.com.

Transit

Wrap-Up
Watch NY1's
weekly mass
transit program,
In Transit, airing
each Friday at
8:45 p.m. and
repeating Saturdays and Sundays
at 11:15 a.m. and 11:15 p.m.

Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.
Copyright © 2006 NY1 News. All rights reserved.

http://www.ny1.com/nyl/content/index.jsp?stid=11&aid=59008

5/10/2006



